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would carry the war into their territory if the fugitive
was not given up. On this, additional British troops were
sent to Goalpara, Jogighopa, and other frontier out-
posts ; and all pointed to the coming end of a most
intolerable state of affairs in upper Assam.

The Burmese had by now ravaged the land from
end to end, a great massacre of the inhabitants of
Gauhati took place, life and property were never
safe, and the various savage hill tribes utilised the
state of confusion existing to harry the plains.

On the 5th of March, 1825, the first Burma war
broke out, and Maha Bandula was recalled to his
country to organise forces in lower Burma for repel-
ling the British advance. Orders from Calcutta
detailed a force of 3,000 sepoys with guns and an
armed flotilla to assemble at Goalpara under com-
mand of Colonel Richards, for the task of turning
the Burmese out of the Brahmaputra valley ; and
these on the 28th of March occupied Gauhati, the
enemy offering little or no resistance. Here in late
April Richards wras joined by Mr. David Scott, who
had marched across the Jaintia hills from Cachar
with three companies of the 2yth Native Infantry.
Desultory fighting took place in the vicinity of
Koliabar, to which place Richards advanced, and
which ended in his favour. Paucity of supplies
here however, constrained the British to return to
Gauhati for the rainy season ; and this over, a fresh
forward move was made, and the enemy were
manoeuvred out of Jorhat after several skirmishes.
At the end of January, 1826, Richards fought a
serious engagement at the Namdang river and pushed
on to the capital, Rangpur, which was now held in